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FOREWORD 


IN  giving  this  little  volume  to  English  readers, 
the  author  does  not  wish  it  to  be  considered  as 
an  exhaustive  work  on  the  Augustinian  Martyrs. 
It  has  been  written  from  notes  made  during 
research  work  in  connection  with  the  pre- 
Reformation  history  of  the  Austin  Friars  in 
England,  and  is  but  an  humble  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  holy  and  heroic  priests  who  gave 
their  lives  in  defence  of  the  dogmas  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of 
the  Vicar  of  Christ. 

E.  A.  F. 
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ENGLISH 
AUGUSTINIAN    MARTYRS 

THE    AUSTIN    FRIARY   OF   CANTERBURY 

THE  Austin  Friary  of  Canterbury,  where  Blessed 
John  Stone  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  was 
founded  in  the  year  A.D.  1325.  As  far  back  as 
1255  the  Austin  Friars  were  established  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Canterbury,1  but  it  was  not 
until  July,  1318,  that  they  obtained  Episcopal 
sanction  for  a  foundation  of  their  Institute  within 
the  City.  In.  .that  year  Archbishop  Reynolds 
obtained  the  Royal  license  to  grant  them  an  acre 
of  land  within  the  walls,  upon  which  "  to  build 
an  Oratory  and  a  place  to  dwell  in."  2  It  would 

1  According  to  the   Exchequer   Accounts   of  that   year 
June    1,     39th,     Henry    III.)    an    inquiry    was     instituted 
"to  discover  by  what  service  or  title  a  Brother  Silvester  of 
the  Hermit  Friars  of  St.   Augustine  "  held  a  Hermitage  at 
Sharmol  and  messuages  of  land  at  Sittingbourne. 

2  July  4,  11  Edw.  II.  m.  4. 
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appear,  however,  that  they  were  niot  satisfied 
with  the  position  of  this  ground,  for,  soon  after 
their  arrival,  they  entered. into  negotiations  for 
the  acquisition  of  some  tenements  in  a  more  cen 
tral  part  in  the  City,  for  the  alienation  of  which 
the  Royal  license  was  granted  in  April,  1324.  x 
This  new  position  was  well  chosen.  It  was  close 
to  the  main  thoroughfare  and  the  market  place. 
Within  a  year  the  buildings  were  transformed, 
and,  on  the  Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  1325,  they  opened  a  small  Oratory  for 
public  worship. 

History  tells  us  that  they  soon  gained  the 
esteem  of  the  City  burghers,  and  found  a  host  of 
pious  benefactors  whose  generous  support  enabled 
them,  before  many  years  had  passed,  to  replace 
their  humble  Oratory  with  a  stately  Church. 
Years  of  patient  toil  provided  them  with  a  com 
modious  monastery,  while  they  availed  them 
selves  of  every  opportunity  of  improving  their 
area  by  the  acquisition  of  adjoining  ground.  At 
the  close  of  the  fourteenth  century  the  Friary  and 
Church  stood  within  an  enclosure  of  five-and-a- 
half  acres,  and  their  buildings  were  well  in  keep 
ing  with  the  magnificent  ecclesiastical  architecture 
of  the  City. 

1  Pat.  17  Edw.  II.  m    18. 
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During  the  fifteenth  century  the  Order  reached 
the   zenith  of  its  prosperity  in    England.        The 
Canterbury     Friary,     which      had      become      an 
important  educational  establishment  during  that 
period,  was  generally  occupied  by  a  large  com 
munity,  who  lived  up  to  the  strict  discipline  of  the 
rule  of  their  founder,  and  who  devoted  their  lives 
to    the    teaching    of    youth    and   to   the   various 
works  of  piety  and  duty  enjoined  by  the  spirit  of 
their     Order.        A     number     of      "  alumni      or 
obedyencers,"  as  old  chroniclers  called  them,  were 
always  attached  to  the  Friary,  and,  according  to 
the    prevailing     custom     of     the     times,     those 
admitted    to   the    novitiate   from   the  City  or   its 
neighbourhood  had  always  a  claim  to  be  attached, 
after   their   profession,    to  the    Canterbury  com 
munity.     This  rule,  however,  did  not  hold  when 
one  of  their  number  was  advanced  to  the  higher 
studies.     All  members  of  the  Order  who  obtained 
University    degrees    were     liable    to     be    trans 
ferred  to  any   other   community  of  the  Province 
where  their  services,  in  teaching,  were  required. 
Hasted,  the  historian  of  Kent,   states  that  the 
Haute  family  of  Bishopbourne  had  the  privileges 
of  founders,    several   generations  of  whom   were 
buried   in  the  Church.        He  speaks  of  William 
Haute,  whose  generosity  he  considers  deserving 
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of  special  record.  "  He  and  his  two  wives  lie 
buried  there  before  the  statue  of  St.  Catherine. 
This  man  was,  likewise,  a  great  benefactor  of 
other  Churches,  and  showed  great  charity  towards 
the  prisoners  of  the  Castle  and  the  Westgate. 
Some  time  before  his  death  he  defrayed  the  whole 
expense  of  the  repairs  of  the  Monastery  and 
Church  of  the  Austin  Friars  "  (1462). 

The  "  Testamenta  Cantiana  "  l  preserves  the 
names  of  several  patrons  of  the  Austin  Friars  who 
found  sepulture  within  the  hallowed  walls  of  their 
Church,  and  gives  us,  at  the  same  time,  interest 
ing  topographical  information.  The  Church, 
which  was  built  in  the  style  of  the  early  English 
Gothic,  was  ornamented  with  altars  dedicated  to 
"  Our  Lady  of  Pity,"  "  St.  Didier,"  "  St. 
Catherine,"  and  "  St.  Augustine."  There  was 
also  an  altar  and  chapel  under  the  title  of  "  Scala 
Coeli,"  which  seems  to  have  had  a  special 
devotional  attraction.  Several  bequests  for 
Masses,  to  be  celebrated  upon  this  altar,  are 
recorded. 

The  last  great  benefactor  and  patron  of  the 
Austin  Friary  was  Lord  John1,  Fineux.  This 
nobleman  expended  a  large  sum  upon  the  repair 

i  Cant.  Wills,  Test.  Cant.  pp.  64,  66. 
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of  the  buildings  in  the  year  1522.  The  letters  of 
the  Prior  and  the  Provincial^  which  are  the  chief 
records  of  this  deed  of  piety,  have  besn  preserved 
by  Somner,1  and  are  of  exceptional  interest  as 
being  amongst  the  few  documents  that  have  sur 
vived  the  wanton  destruction  of  the  Canterbury 
Friaries.  William  Wederhall,  D.D.,  was  Provin 
cial  of  the  Order  at  the  time,  and  William 
Mallaham  was  Prior  of  Canterbury.  In  his  letter 
the  Prior  expresses  his  indebtedness  to  Lord 
Fineux,  and  places  on  record  his  own  resolve  and 
that  of  his  brothers  in  religion  to  repay  him  with 
spiritual  benefits  and  to  found  a  daily  Mass  to  be 
celebrated  for  him  forever  upon  the  altar  of  the 
"  Visitation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin." 

From  a  document  preserved  in  the  Canterbury 
archives  it  would  appear  that,  at  the  close  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  the  Austin  community  were  the 
recipients  of  some  very  exceptional  favours  from 
the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  City.  The 
document  states  that  Brother  William,  Prior  Pro 
vincial  of  the  Augustinian  Hermits  in  England, 
granted  to  the  Mayor,  Master  William  Woode 
and  to  his  confreres  in  the  government  of  the 
City  and  to  his  successors  in  office,  all  the  great 
spiritual  privileges  of  the  Order ;  and,  moreover, 

1  App.  xxi.  17. 
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bound  himself  and  the  Provincial  Chapter,  to  have 
the  same  suffrages  of  prayers  and  masses  offered 
for  the  deceased  Mayors  of  Canterbury,  which  it 
was  customary  to  have  offered  for  deceased  mem 
bers  of  the  Order. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  individual  members 
of  the  community  or  of  their  activities  during  the 
centuries.  Some  chroniclers  have  stated  that  the 
Friary  attained  some  celebrity  as  being  the  abode 
of  John  Capgrave,  the  renowned  Historian  and 
Commentator.  Whilst  a  young  man  he  spent 
some  time  in  the  studies  here  and  in  London,  but 
Lynn  Regis  was  his  birthplace  and  the  Austin 
Friary  there  was  his  permanent  abode.  The 
historian  must  not  be  confounded  with  another 
John  Capgrave,  who  was  also  a  Doctor  of 
Oxford,  and  who  is  mentioned  in  the  registers  of 
the  Order  as  "  senior."  Thomas  Pemchet,  one  of 
the  ecclesiastical  celebrities  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
was  for  some  time  a  member  of  the  Canterbury 
community.  A  man  of  extraordinary  mental 
powers,  Pemchet  won  at  an  early  age  the  highest 
distinction  of  the  universities  of  England  and  the 
Continent,  but  towards  the  end  the  greatness  of 
his  career  was  marred  by  his  entanglement  in  the 
sordid  intrigues  of  Richard,  Duke  of  York.  While 
his  culture  and  abilities  acclaimed  him  the  master 
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of  the  schools  at  home,  his  work  entitled 
11  Annotations  to  Scotus  "  won  for  him  fame  in  the 
universities  abroad.  He  was  esteemed  and  admired 
by  his  brethren,  who  elected  him  to  the  highest 
positions  of  authority  in  the  Order,  and  who  voted 
him  to  the  Provincialship  in  1469.  On  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  he  was  induced  to 
accept  the  position  of  Professor  of  the  University 
of  Pavia  by  the  offer  of  a  large  salary.  Here  he 
edited  the  first  edition  of  the  works  of  Scotus.  It 
is  said  that  he  knew  this  author  from  beginning  to 
end.  "  He  was  endowed  with  such  a  prodigious 
memory,"  says  Leland,  ''that  if  the  ponderous 
works  of  Scotus  were  lost  he  could  produce  them 
word  for  word."  The  Canterbury  Friary,  however, 
attained  its  greatest  celebrity  as  the  religious 
retreat  of  a  martyr  of  the  Faith  whose  memory 
shall  lend  new  sacredness  to  the  spot  where  the 
Friary  stood,  long  after  the  last  remnant  of  its 
ruins  have  vanished. 

The  Austin  Friary  was  popularly  known  to 
Canterbury  folk  as  the  "  White  Friary."  It  was 
because  "  the  Friars  wore  a  long  white  habit  when 
living  within  the  enclosure  of  the  monastery,  over 
which  they  wore  a  long  black  habit  when  preach 
ing  or  going  abroad."  ] 

1  Somner,  App.  xiv. 
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The  Friary  was  suppressed  with  the  other 
religious  houses  of  the  City  in  1538.  Ingleworth, 
a  man  intruded  into  the  Episcopy  for  the  vile  work 
of  carrying  out  the  plunder  of  the  religious  com 
munities,  wrote  to  Cromwell  in  December  of  that 
year  saying  that  the  Austin  Friary  was  very  much 
in  debt  "  more  than  all  yt  have  ys  abull  to  pay, 
and  al  ther  implements  be  but  6,  except  only  a 
lytyll  plate  the  whiche  ys  in  weight  126  oz."  * 
Immediately  after  the  expulsion  of  the  Friars, 
the  lead  was  stripped  from  the  roof  of  the  Church, 
the  oak  beams  taken  down  and  sold,  and  the 
gaunt  skeleton  of  the  once  beautiful  edifice  was 
left  to  crumble  into  ruin.  After  some  years  it 
completely  disappeared,  as  the  stones  were  taken 
to  construct  other  buildings  and  to  mend  the 
roads. 

The  Friary  and  gardens  were  given  to  a 
man  named  Harpur,  "  to  be  held  for  himself  and 
his  heirs  in  return  for  one  knight's  service  to  the 
King."  Harpur  soon  bartered  it  away  to  one 
Thomas  Colpepper,  who,  in  turn,  sold  "  the  site 
with  all  its  appurtenances,  orchards  and  adjoin 
ing  ground,  to  one  Thomas  Brown."  This  man 
and  his  heirs  held  it  during  the  reign  of  Philip 
and  Mary.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  it  passed 

1  Papers  and  Letters,  Henry  VIII. 
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into  the  hands  of  a  man  named  Berry.  From  the 
will  of  one  William  Turner,  of  Grey's  Inn, 
London,  who  died  in  1729,  it  appears  that  the 
Friary  was  part  of  his  possessions,  and  that  some 
members  of  his  family  were  resident  there  at  that 
time.  The  last  occupier  of  the  venerable  build 
ing  was  Dr.  Dean,  from  whom  the  site  was 
secured  by  the  Corporation  for  the  erection  of  the 
"  Simon  Lang-ton  "  Schools  in  1878. 

The  old  Friary  has  now  completely  dis 
appeared,  with  the  exception  of  some  portions  of 
the  walls  of  the  domestic  buildings.  These  skirt 
the  passage  leading  from  the  Main  Street  where 
the  Friary  Gate  still  stands;  "  the  reasonable 
fair  stone  gateway,"  whose  antiquity  is  hidden 
by  a  coat  of  rubble  plaster.  Portions  of  the  flint 
studded  walls  surrounding  the  monastery  grounds 
are  still  to  be  seen,  whilst  some  of  the  ancient 
trees,  planted  by  the  Friars  in  the  far  off  days, 
still  shelter  the  playgrounds  where  the  youth  of 
Canterbury  takes  its  recreation  to-day,  oblivious 
of  the  sorrow  and  tragedy  associated  with  the 
sacred  spot. 


CHAPTER    II 

THE    PERSECUTION 

WHEN  the  storm  of  persecution  broke  over 
England  and  the  block  and  the  gibbet  loomed  up 
in  tragic  menace  before  the  eyes  of  the  priesthood 
and  the  people,  alarm  and  fear  spread  into  every 
religious  institution  in  the  country.  Cromwell's 
words  when  demanding  from  the  Carthusians  im 
prisoned  in  the  Tower  of  London,  their  uncondi 
tional  assent  to  the  "  Spiritual  Supremacy  of  the 
High  and  Mighty  Lord,  King  Henry,  whether  the 
laws  of  God  permitted  it  or  not,"  were  not  meant 
to  be  a  whispered  threat  for  their  ears  alone. 
They  were  spoken  for  the  public  ear  of  England 
and  their  true  interpretation  was  soon  borne  out 
by  events.  The  Carthusians  were  condemned  to 
death.  They  were  hanged,  drawn  and  quartered 
at  Tyburn,  and  their  martyrdom  proclaimed  that 
the  reign  of  terror  had  come  under  which  the 
ancient  English  Church  was  to  disappear. 

Henry's  way  of  dealing  with  those  who  dared 
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to  oppose  his  will  was  swift  and  cruel,  and  execu 
tions  took  place  with  appalling-  frequency  in 
different  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  During  those 
terrible  years,  while  many  showed  abnormal 
weakness  and  sank  into  shameless  apostacy  when 
faced  with  the  fateful  test  of  allegiance  to  the 
Monarch  as  Supreme  Spiritual  Head  of  the  Eng 
lish  Church,  there  were  many,  also,  who  did  not 
fling  the  things  of  God  to  Caesar.  There  were 
men  like  the  Venerable  Bishop  of  Rochester,  men 
like  Newdigate,  Haughton,  Laurence,  Forest  and 
Thomas  More,  who  were  true  to  their  Creed  and 
fearless  in  their  repudiation  of  the  high  spiritual 
claims  of  the  King.  For  the  integrity  of  the 
Faith  these  men  went  their  way  of  sorrows  to 
their  calvary  leading  the  long  procession  of 
Martyrs,  who  came  in  hundreds  from  every  class 
of  society ;  and  who  with  the  fortitude  of  the 
Saints  of  the  early  Church  held  out  their  willing 
hands  for  the  cross.  Their  heroism  won  the 
sympathy  and  admiration  of  the  world ;  their 
names  are  written  in  the  Book  of  Life,  and  their 
memory  will  endure  through  all  time. 

Historians  of  the  Reformation  seem  very 
unwilling  to  lift  the  veil  from  the  barbarous 
campaign  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth.  They  either 
scrupulously  avoid  documents  dealing  with 
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the  persecution  lest  they  should  shock  the 
conscience  of  the  nation,  or  they  try  to 
explain  the  wholesale  executions  as  justifiable 
on  account  of  political  intrigue  in  which  the 
victims  were  supposed  to  have  been  involved. 
But  this  is  only  a  futile  effort  to  hide  the  public 
shame  or  to  find  apology  for  crime  for  which 
those  two  English  Monarchs  were  held  in  oppro 
brium  by  the  whole  civilised  world  at  that  time. 

Again,  we  are  told  that  the  Church  needed 
reforming,  but  the  efforts  of  the  reformers 
were  spiritually  miserable  and  barren.  There  \\as 
no  intellectual  movement,  no  Dogmatic  con 
troversy  to  mark  the  initiation  of  the  Reformation 
in  England  or  to  throw  some  guise  of  dignity 
over  England's  break  with  Rome.  England's 
Protestantism  was  born  in  the  lust  of  plunder 
which  obsessed  the  souls  of  Henry  and  his 
creatures.  The  temporal  values  of  the  treasures 
of  the  Churches  and  Monasteries  occupied  the 
minds  of  the  ecclesiastics  who  associated  them 
selves  with  the  Royal  apostacy.  The  value  of 
human  lives  or  the  spiritual  good  of  human  souls 
did  not  seem  to  count. 

Great  things  have  been  written  to  the  memory 
of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  because  of  the  result 
of  their  effort  to  crush  out  the  Catholic 
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Faith  in  England,  but  the  writers  have  only 
succeeded  in  giving-  them  painted  masks  which 
have  fallen  to  pieces  with  the  years.  Nothing 
can  wripe  away  the  bloodstain  from  their 
records,  or  excuse  that  repulsive  and  un- 
Christian  hatred  of  their  Catholic  subjects  which 
characterised  the  whole  life  work  of  those 
Monarchs ;  of  Henry  once  he  had  rebelled  against 
the  authority  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  and  of 
Elizabeth  once  she  had  bartered  her  Catholic  soul 
for  a  crown.  They  shed  the  blood  of  thousands 
of  their  people  who  conscientiously  defied  their 
will,  and  they  go  down  in  history  as  the  most 
callous  and  cruel  of  tyrants. 


CHAPTER    III 
BLESSED   JOHN   STONE 

THE  loss  of  records  connected  with  the  Austin 
Friary  of  Canterbury  leaves  a  great  blank  in  its 
history,  and  we  know  but  little  of  the  men  who 
succeeded  one  another  there  during  the  two  cen 
turies  of  its  existence.  As  the  Austin  Friars 
combined  the  contemplative  life  with  the  active 
public  ministry  of  the  priesthood  their  activities 
seldom  extended  beyond  their  Churches  and 
Monasteries,  and  we  hear  of  them  in  the  annals  of 
the  years  only  when  called  from  their  seclusion  to 
fill  some  high  office  in  the  Church  or  the  Univer 
sities,  or  to  perform  some  public  duty  for  the 
Sovereign.  Several  of  their  body  held  places  in 
the  Hierarchy  and  professor's  chairs  in  the  great 
English  Universities;  while  others  were  Royal 
tutors,  Court  preachers,  Counsellors  of  Kings, 
Chancellors  and  Ambassadors  of  the  State,  but 
over  the  lives  of  the  great  multitudes  that  filled 
the  various  houses  of  the  Order  for  centuries, 
there  hangs  that  impenetrable  silence  which,  even 
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in  our  own  day,  enwraps  the  memory  of  so  many 
who  pass  into  the  solitude  of  the  cloister.  How 
they  might  stand  in  the  esteem  of  their  con 
temporaries  or  in  the  eyes  of  posterity  has  always 
counted  little  with  men  who  have  left  the  turmoil 
of  the  world  to  make  the  cloister  their  portal  of 
heaven. 

Blessed  John  Stone  spent  his  life  within  that 
religious  solitude  where  the  Angels  write  the  story 
of  the  years,  and  it  was  only  when  he  was  led 
forth  from  his  Friary  'home  at  Canterbury,  a 
prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  emissaries  of  the 
King,  that  he  came  prominently,  for  the  first  time, 
into  public  notice.  It  was  then  that  the  chronicler 
gathered  up  the  record  of  his  virtues  and  heroism, 
as  we  gather  up  the  petals  of  a  shattered  flower 
that  has  been  perfumed  with  sacred  memories. 

Blessed  John  Stone  was  a  native  of  Canterbury. 
Pious  and  observant  of  his  Christian  duties,  he 
was  blessed  in  his  youth  with  the  grace  of  a 
vocation  for  the  religious  life.  He  was  admitted 
into  the  Order,  and  went  through  his  early  studies 
with  promise.  After  his  novitiate  and  profession 
he  was  advanced  to  the  higher  studies,  and  took 
his  Doctor's  degree  at  one  of  the  English  Univer 
sities.  At  his  ordination  his  services  were 
claimed  by  the  superiors  of  his  native  city,  but, 
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as  Doctors  of  Divinity  came  under  the  immediate 
jurisdiction  of  the  General  of  the  Order,  he  was 
sent  to  Droitwich,  where  he  filled  the  office  of 
Professor  and  Prior  for  some  time.  He  returned 
again  to  Canterbury,  where,  says  Pamphilus, 
"  he  became  conspicuous,  not  only  for  his  exten 
sive  learning,  but  also  for  his  piety  and  virtues,"  1 
and  where  he  passed  the  later  years  of  his  life. 
In  the  quiet  of  the  Friary,  with  its  beautiful 
gardens,  he  found  a  solitude  suitable  to  the  Her 
mit's  life  of  contemplation  and  prayer;  whilst  in 
the  public  ministry,  in  the  pulpit  and  the  confes 
sional,  he  found  opportunity  to  fulfil  his  priestly 
duty  to  human  souls. 

For  some  years  before  the  Dissolution,  the 
Friary  was  very  poor,  and  the  number  of  the 
community  gradually  decreased.  They  were 
years  filled  with  trial  and  anxiety  for  the  Fathers 
until  Lord  John  Fineux  came  to  their  relief.  Then, 
thirteen  years  later,  the  storm,  which  had 
gathered  round  the  English  Church,  burst  with 
shattering  force  upon  the  venerable  walls  of  their 
beloved  home. 

During  the  ouest  for  supporters  for  the  con 
templated  divorce  of  Queen  Catherine,  Blessed 
John  Stone  was  approached  by  the  agents  of  the 

*  Pamphilus,  Chro.  Ord.  FF.  Erem.  S.  Augustini. 
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King.  Being-  a  Doctor  of  jSacred  Theology, 
every  effort  was  made  to  win  his  influence  and  to 
gain  the  weight  of  his  opinion  at  *he  Council  con 
voked  at  Canterbury;  but  he  was  resolute  in  his 
denunciation  of  the  divorce  as  being  contrary  to 
the  tenets  of  morality  and  justice,  and  thereby 
incurred  the  Royal  displeasure.  Then  came  the 
promulgation  of  the  Royal  claim  to  the  spiritual 
supremacy  of  the  King  over  the  English  Church. 
This  arrogant  claim  he  publicly  denounced  from 
the  pulpit  of  Austin  Friars  as  subversive  of  those 
sacred  rights  which  belonged  only  to  the  spiritual 
authority  established  by  Christ  in  His  Church. 

It  may  be,  on  account  of  Cromwell's  close  in 
timacy  with  Brown,  the  Provincial  of  the  Order 
at  that  time,  that  immediate  proceedings  were 
not  taken  against  him.  It  was  not  until  the  day 
of  the  suppression  of  the  Friary  in  December, 
1538,  that  he  was  placed  under  arrest.  On  the 
13th  of  that  month  Ingleworth  made  his  visita 
tion  of  Canterbury,  expelled  the  Friars,  and  took 
possession  of  all  the  Monasteries  of  the  city. 
When  this  extraordinary  Bishop  presented  him 
self  at  the  Austin  Friary,  he  could  induce  none 
of  the  community  to  sign  the  deed  of  surrender; 
Blessed  John  Stone,  as  well  as  the  Prior  and 
others,  refusing  their  signatures. 

B 
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Whether  questioned  or  not  by  Ingleworth, 
John  Stone  took  advantage  of  the  occasion 
to  give  expression  to  his  views  on  the  tyranny 
and  injustice  of  the  Master  whom  his  Lord 
ship  did  not  scruple  to  serve,  and  to 
repudiate  his  Majesty's  claim  to  prerogatives 
which  belonged  to  the  Vicar  of  Christ  alone. 
Ingleworth  ordered  him  to  be  seized  by  his 
pikemen.  He  was  brought  before  the  Mayor 
of  the  city,  and  was  committed  to  prison 
in  the  Westgate.  A  report  of  the  trial  before 
the  Mayor  was  sent  to  Cromwell,  but  this 
document  has  not  been  found.  Ingleworth  wrote 
to  his  master  saying,  "In  ye  Austyn  Fryers  on 
this  the  14th  of  Dec.  an  fryer  ther  very  rudely  and 
trayterrusly  useyd  hym.  Arranged  befor  -the 
Mayor  and  Spylmen  and  also  afterwar  befor  the 
Mayor.  And  at  all  tyme  he  held,  and  styll  woll  to 
dey  for  it,  y  the  Kyng  may  not  be  Hede  of  ye 
Chyrche  of  England,  but  it  must  be  a  Spirituel 
father  adpoynteyd  by  God.  Wherefor  I  arranged 
with  master  Mayor  to  have  horses  and  men  to 
send  hym  to  you." 

It  was  evidently  his  purpose  to  send  him  for 
trial  and  speedy  execution  in  London,  but  Crom 
well  ordered  his  execution  at  Canterbury  on  the 
statements  made  in  the  report  of  the  trial  which 
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accompanied  Ingleworth's  letter.  He  was  not 
sent  to  London,  but  remained  chained  in  a  dark 
and  loathsome  cell  until  preparations  were  made 
for  the  grim  tragedy  which  took  place  at  the 
"  Dongeon  "  the  following  year. 

"  Finding  himself  a  helpless  prisoner,"  says 
Surius,  "  the  holy  man  gave  himself  up  to 
prayer  and  fasting  continuously  for  three  days." 
As  he  laid  himself  down  upon  the  cold  floor  of  his 
cell  suffering  and  exhausted  from  the  rough 
handling  of  the  soldiery  of  Ingleworth,  his  soul 
was  filled  with  a  happy  confidence  in  the  Divine 
goodness.  Many  others  were  suffering  and 
dying  for  the  faith  of  Christ.  Why  should  he 
refuse  his  cross?  In  prayer  he  suppressed  all 
human  fear,  and  resigned  himself  entirely  to  the 
will  of  God.  From  the  moment  that  he  had 
crossed  the  threshold  of  the  Friary  he  carried  the 
presentment  in  his  heart  that  he  would  not  escape 
the  vengeance  of  the  King,  for,  the  tidings  of 
savage  executions  which  had  come  to  the  city, 
proved  that  the  Royal  vindiotiveness  was  un 
relenting  once  it  had  its  victims  within  its  grasp. 
Lifting  up  his  face  to  heaven  and  stretching  out 
his  hands,  he  prayed  unceasingly  through  the 
night  and  through  the  three  following  days,  beg- 

i  Surius,  Comm  terura.  in  orb.  gestar. 
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ging  God  for  that  fortitude  of  soul  which  he 
needed  in  the  dread  hour  of  sacrifice.  These 
were  days  of  severe  mortification,  as  well  as  of 
prayer,  for  he  denied  himself  the  food  which 
charity  had  placed  at  the  door  of  his  cell.  At  the 
close  of  this  triduum  of  penance  and  prayer  he 
heard  a  voice  calling  to  him  in  the  darkness,  bid 
ding  him  to  have  courage  and  to  face  death  with 
the  same  daring  spirit  with  which  he  had  defended 
the  Church  and  its  dogmas.  He  could  not  see 
who  it  was  who  spoke.  He  looked  through  the 
gloom  and  stretched  out  his  hands,  but  he  realised 
that  he  was  alone  in  the  silence  of  his  prison. 
This  message  is  from  God,  he  thought,  in  answer 
to  my  prayer ;  and  a  great  flood  of  happiness 
filled  his  heart,  arousing  him  from  the  natural 
torpor  which,  since  the  days  of  his  arrest,  had 
been  coming  over  his  senses.  A  new  spark 
seemed  to  have  been  enkindled  within  his  soul,  giv 
ing  wonderful  clearness  of  vision  to  his  mind. 
He  felt  confident  that  the  world  with  its  sorrows 
was  passing  and  that  the  happiness  of  heaven  was 
near,  and  he  turned  his  mind  from  all  earthly 
thoughts  to  contemplate  that  solemn  moment 
when  he  would  stand  upon  the  borderland 
between  this  world  and  heaven. 

He    had    been    deeply    troubled    with    events 
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that  had  taken  place  at  Canterbury  'dur 
ing  the  last  few  months,  but  now  he  wrenched 
his  mind  from  all  speculation  of  the  terrible 
tragedy  of  the  Church  and  the  mystery  of 
God's  patience  with  sinners;  and  in  the  words  of 
St.  Augustine,  he  cried  :  "  My  God,  let  me  not 
seek  Thee  outside  myself  in  the  things  of  this 
world,  though  they  bear  the  traces  of  Thy  wis 
dom  ;  let  me  seek  Thee  within  my  soul,  which  is 
Thine  image."  All  that  mattered  now  was  his 
own  soul  and  his  preparation  for  death.  A  period 
of  trial  and  suffering  lay  between  him  and  the  goal 
of  the  eternal,  but  every  step  upon  his  way  of 
sorrows  would  bring  it  nearer.  Then  it  would  be 
unsurpassing  happiness  for  ever. 


CHAPTER   IV 
THE    MARTYRDOM 

EVENTS  which  occurred  at  Canterbury  during 
the  autumn  of  1538,  show  that  the  whole  city 
had  succumbed  to  the  Royal  tyranny,  and  that 
the  people  had  become  spiritless  and  resigned. 
The  relics  of  their  Saint,  before  which  pilgrims 
from  every  land  had  knelt,  were  publicly 
desecrated  before  their  eyes.  Six  and  twenty 
wagons  were  loaded  with  the  gold  and  gems 
from  the  shrine  and  altars,  and  with  the  sacred 
vessels  from  the  aumbries  of  the  Cathedral,  and 
were  borne  away  to  London ;  and  when  Cranmer 
once  again  visited  his  Cathedral,  the  shrine,  the 
great  centre  of  devotion,  had  vanished.  The 
spirit  of  the  Saint  was  no  longer  there.  The 
Divine  presence  had  gone  from  the  altar,  and  the 
apostate  Archbishop  who  had  lost  his  faith  in  the 
Blessed  Sacrament,  brought  with  him  into  the 
holy  place  the  "  abomination  of  desolation." 

A  little  later  the  people  saw  the  Friars  thrown 
out  upon  the  world,  robbed  of  all  they  possessed ; 
their  Churches  closed,  and  the  lead  torn  from  the 
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roofs;  and,  whilst  Bishop  Ingleworth's  retainers 
drank,  as  was  their  custom,  the  King's  health 
from  jewelled  chalices  in  the  taverns  and  low 
booths  of  the  city,  a  new  Saint  of  Canterbury 
was  being  led  out  to  martyrdom. 

From  the  accounts  in  the  City  Commissioner's 
book  (Canterbury)  it  would  appear  that  Blessed 
John  Stone  was  martyred  in  1539.*  The  historians 
of  the  Order  state  that  the  date  of  the  martyrdom 
was  the  12th  of  May.  In  the  Commissioner's  book 
we  find  an  entry  of  the  money  paid  by  the  Corpora 
tion  to  those  who  carried  out  the  execution.  One 
shuders  at  these  gruesome  details,  but  the  items 
are  historically  valuable. 

"  Paid  for  half  a  tonne  of  tymber  to  make  a 
payre  of  galloces  to  hang  fryerstone  (Friar 
Stone). 

' '  For  a  carpenter  for  making  the  same  Galloces 
and  dray. 

"  For  labourer  who  dygged  the  holes. 

"  To  IIII   men  who  holp  set  up  the  Galloces. 

"  For  drynk  to  them. 

"  For  carriage  of  the  tymber  from  Stablegate 
to  the  Dongeon , 

*  Dates  in  the  State  Papers  are  not  altogether  reliable. 
The  dates  under  which  entries  occur  in  the  Canterbury 
Commissioner's  Book  in  connection  with  the  martyrdom 
may  be  1539  or  1540. 
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"For  a  hardell. 

"  For  a  load  of  wood  and  for  a  horse  to  draw 
him  to  the  Dongeon. 

"  For  II  men  that  sett  the  ketyl  and  parboyled 
him. 

"To  II  men  that  caryed  his  quarters  to  the 
gate  and  sett  them  up. 

"  For  a  halter  to  hang  hym. 

"  For  two  halfpenny  halters.  For  Sandwich 
cord.  For  straw. 

"  To  the  woman  that  scowred  the  ketyll. 

41  To  hym  that  did  execucion. 

"  IIII,   Shillings  &  VIII,  pence."  1 

On  the  day  of  his  martyrdom  the  authorities 
presented  themselves  at  the  door  of  his  cell. 
Blessed  John  Stone  stood  up  before  them  feeble 
and  tottering  under  the  weight  of  the  rough  chains 
attached  to  his  limbs.  His  answers  to  certain 
questions  were  demanded  with  legal  formality. 
Had  he  made  his  resolve,  had  he  chosen,  and  the 
answer  was  :  "  I  have  chosen." 

Did  he  still  wish  to  oppose  the  will  of  the  King, 
and  give  allegiance  to  the  Pope,  who  was  no 
more  than  any  other  man.  The  answer  was : 
"  The  Pope  was,  indeed,  only  a  man,  but,  at  the 
same  time  he  was  the  representative  of  God,  and 

1  Commissioner's  Book,  Corp.  Arch.  Canterbury. 
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when  he  spoke  or  acted  in  matters  regarding 
faith  and  morals  he  spoke  and  acted  infallibly, 
because  Jesus  Christ  was  in  His  Church  and 
spoke  through  him." 

"  Therefore  you  chose  death  before  life  and 
freedom?  "  :  "I  chose  death." 

Then  come;  it  is  time  to  end  this  dispute 
between  you  and  the  King,  and  he  answered  : 


"  Behold,  I  come." 


His  chains  were  then  struck  off,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  the  hurdle  and  conveyed  to  the 
"  Dongeon."  Colantuoni  says  that  as  he  came 
to  the  place  of  martyrdom,  seeing  a  number  of 
people  gathered  there  he  spoke  to  them  whilst  the 
executioners  made  their  preparations  for  the 
execution  : 

"  Behold,  I  close  my  apostolate  in  my  blood. 
In  my  death  I  shall  find  life  for  I  die  for 
a  holy  cause,  the  defence  of  the  Church  of 
God,  infallible  and  immaculate.  I  fear  not  the 
executioner's  axe  or  knife  upon  my  body,  because 
I  have  feared  the  sword  that  destroys  the  body 
and  the  soul.  What  value  are  the  favours  or  the 
gifts  of  the  King  to  me,  or  the  treasure  that  he 
could  give  me  on  this  earth.  I  hold  as  valuable 
only  the  favours  of  the  King  of  Heaven  and  the 
treasures  of  happiness  that  He  has  prepared  for 
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human  souls.  Oh  !  my  fellow-citizens  of  Canter 
bury,  I  love  my  soul.  Do  you  also  love  your 
souls.  In  that  love  I  follow  those  champions  of 
the  faith  who  have  gone  before  me  to  martyr 
dom."  1 

Then  lifting  his  eyes  to  heaven  he  breathed 
his  last  prayer  and  surrendered  himself  to 
his  executioners.  He  was  suspended  only  for 
a  few  moments,  when  the  body  was  let  down  and 
cut  to  pieces.  For  being  a  traitor  to  his  King 
his  head  and  quarters  were  exhibited  on  spikes 
at  the  City  gates. 

Amongst  those  who  followed  him  from  the 
prison  to  the  Dungeon,  there  were  many  who 
carried  sympathy  and  sorrow  in  their  hearts  and 
who  listened  to  his  last  words  with  reverence  and 
respect.  For  a  long  time  he  was  venerated  as  a 
Saint  and  a  Martyr  by  the  good  people  of  Canter 
bury,  and  it  was  because  of  this  veneration  that 
his  name  was  placed  upon  the  first  list  of  Martyrs 
which  was  presented  in  Rome  for  the  process  of 
Beatification.  It  was  only  when  the  reformers 
of  after  years  succeeded  in  stamping  out  devotion 
towards  the  Saints  and  in  building  up  their 
religious  system  upon  the  hatred  of  all  things 
Catholic,  that  the  story  of  the  holiness  and 
1  Colantuoni,  p.  173. 
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heroism  of  Blessed  John  Stone  was  hushed  into 
silence,  and  the  memory  of  a  Saint  was  lost. 
But  the  memory  of  a  Saint  cannot  die.  Like  the 
flower  that  withers  in  the  cold  blast  of  winter,  it 
springs  up  again  into  freshness  and  vigour  and 
with  a  new  fragrance  that  delights  the  souls  of 
God's  children  on  this  earth.  The  forgotten  story 
will  be  again  retold  in  the  homes  of  the  people; 
his  memory  will  be  venerated  and  his  name  in 
voked  in  the  prayer  of  faith. 


CHAPTER   V 

IMPRESSIONS    OF  VARIOUS    AUTHORS    ON    THE 
MARTYRDOM 

SURIUS,  Pamphilus,  Gravina,  Giuseppi  del 
Assunzione,  Torelli,  Sainct  Martin,  and  several 
others,  have  left  us  their  impressions  of  the 
martyrdom  of  this  fearless  servant  of  Christ. 
Sunns  speaks  in  glowing  words  of  the  constancy 
and  heroism  of  Blessed  John  in  prison,  and  of  his 
triduums  of  prayer  and  fasting  by  which  he  pre 
pared  himself  for  his  martyrdom.  Pamphilus 
tells  us  that  he  was  a  most  fervent  Religious; 
that  he  was  conspicuous  alike  for  his  virtues  and 
for  his  extensive  learning;  that  he  persevered  in 
his  holiness  of  life  to  the  end,  and  that  neither 
promises  of  favour  nor  threats  of  imprisonment 
could  break  his  resolution  to  defend  with  his  life- 
blood  the  sacred  dogmas  of  the  Church.  Noth 
ing  could  induce  him  to  submit  to  the  execrated 
heresy  of  the  apostates. 

"  Behold,"     says    Gravina    speaking    of     the 
martyrdom,    "  in    the   vineyard    of   the    Blessed 
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Augustine  flourishing  so  happily  in  our  day,  there 
appears  an  Augustinian,  clothed  in  the  red 
robe  of  the  martyr.  A  voice  from  Paradise  has 
called  to  him,  and  heaven  has  sustained  him  in  his 
agony."  x 

The  Augustinian  Martyrology  records  that 
"  when  King  Henry,  the  new  Apostate  Julian, 
sought  to  win  to  the  ranks  of  those  who  favoured 
his  iniquities,  the  Augustinian,  John  Stone,  his 
Majesty's  efforts  were  futile.  This  venerable 
member  of  the  Order,  on  account  of  the  holiness 
of  his  life  and  the  extent  of  his  learning,  was  held 
in  the  highest  esteem ;  and  the  King,  thinking  that 
he  could  secure  his  support,  began  to  tempt  him 
with  flattering  promises  of  reward  and  favour. 
These  promises  having  failed,  the  King  had  resort 
to  threats  of  violence,  and,  at  length,  ordered  him 
to  be  seized  and  cast  into  a  dark  and  loathsome 
prison,  but  the  Royal  vindictiveness,  whilst  try 
ing  to  break  the  holy  man's  resolution  through 
suffering,  only  resulted  in  giving  him  new  strength 
to  his  constancy  and  faith.  In  the  midst  of 
squalor  and  privation,  he  besought  the  Divine 
goodness,  praying  fervently  for  help  to  com 
bat  the  temptations  of  the  King,  and  his 
petition  was  not  made  in  vain.  Heaven  deigned 

*  Gravina,  Vox.  Tor.  1638. 
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to  show  him  that  it  was  acceptable  to  the  Divine 
Majesty,  and  he  heard  a  voice  calling  to  him 
through  the  darkness  of  his  prison  cell,  saying  : 
"  John,  fear  not;  be  true  to  your  faith;  prepare 
yourself  to  confess,  in  death,  that  faith  which  all 
through  life  you  have  so  worthily  professed."  * 
By  these  words  this  faithful  athlete  of  Christ 
was  reassured,  and  he  stretched  out  willing1  hands 
for  the  martyr's  palm." 

Torelli  extolls  the  admirable  courage  with 
which  Blessed  John  Stone  defended  the  Catholic 
Faith  and  the  Pontifical  Authority  in  England, 
and  his  fearless  repudiation  of  the  evil  suggestions 
of  the  King  and  his  Schismatical  adherents,  that, 
he  should  become  an  advocate  of  the  divorce  and 
the  Royal  claims  to  the  Spiritual  supremacy.  He 
says  that  the  holy  man  was  an  eloquent  and  im 
pressive  preacher. 

Sainct  Martin,  in  his  "  Life  of  St.  Augustine 
and  Eminent  Men  of  the  Order,"  pays  a  beautiful 
tribute  to  Blessed  John  Stone. 

"  Entre  ceux  que  ce  nouveau  Julan  tascha 
d'attirer  a  son  party,  le  P.  Jean  Stonee  ne  fut  le 
moms  considerable,  ny  des  moins  importunez. 
C'estoit  de  vray  un  Religioux  fort  prafaict,  dont  la 
conversation  estoit  tres-exemplaire  et  aymable, 

i  Martyrographia,  Aug.  1625. 
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et  qui  pour  su  profonde  doctrine  se  faisoit  autant 
admirer  de  tous  qu'il  se  faisoit  respecter  par  ses 
rares  vertus  d'un  chacun.  Henry  prit  cet  homme 
en  affection  pour  ses  propres  interestes,  et  pour  le 

bien  de  ses  affaires II  tascha  premierement 

pour  le  gaigner,  de  le  corrompre  par  prasens, 
voulant  acheter  un  poids  de  1'or  la  fidelite  qu'il 
avoit  juree  a  Jesus-Christ,  comme  s'il  cut  este 
venal  et  mercenaire :  et  employa  par  apres  un 
visage  severe,  et  de  menaces  estudiees  fort  terribles 
pour  luy  faire  peur,  comme  s'il  eut  este  lasche  et 
timide.  Mais  ces  deux  stratagemes  luy  succederent 
egalamen  mal :  les  presens  furent  rejettez  avec 
mepris  de  ce  pavure  Evangelique,  1'or  qu'il  luy 
offroit  n'eut  pas  assez  d'eclat  pour  1'eblouir,  et  les 
affrays  et  terreurs  paniques  ne  firent  point  de 
breche  dans  ce  coeur,  qui  estoit  couvert  de  1'armeure 
de  la  foy,  et  environne  comme  d'un  boulevard 
inexpugnable  de  la  vertu  qni  chasse  de  la  crainte. 
De  sorte  que  le  tyran  voyant  que  les  pieges  qu'il 
avoit  tendus  pour  le  prendre  n'avoient  pais  faict 
coup  ioignant  le  peau  de  Lion,  ou  celle  de  Renard 
astoit  courte,  le  fit  empoigner  par  des  satellites, 
et  ferrer  dans  une  affreuse  prison  pour  voir  si 
1'horreur  d'un  cachot  si  tenebreux,  et  les  images 
de  mort  qu'il  avoit  continuallement  devant  les  yeux 
n'auroient  pas  le  pouvoir  de  le  faire  condescendre 
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a  son  desir.  Mais  notre  invincible  martyr  se 
voyant  reduict  a  une  si  rude  epreuve  de  patience, 
ne  ce  ramoloit  pas  pour  cela,  il  ne  se  laissa  pas 
rompre,  comme  il  n'avoit  pas  pli& :  et  temoigna 
que  ce  luy  estoit  une  singuliere  satisfaction  d'estre 
persecute  pour  la  justice,  et  pour  ne  vouloir  suivre 
les  desirs  d'un  prince,  qui  ne  se  remouit  que  par 
les  ressorts  de  1'empiete  ....  II  demandoit  on 
derniere  instance  a  Dieu  le  don  de  la  perseverance 
en  sa  foy  et  religion  et  la  force  necessaire  pour  ne 
flechir  jamais  au  schisme  d'Henry,  quelque 
promesse  qu'on  lui  feit,  ny  quelque  tourmens 
qu'on  luy  peut  faire  endurer.  Ses  orasions  furent 
si  agreables  a  Dieu,  qu'il  leur  accorda  sans  remise 
l'enteriment.  Car  comme  il  prioit  encore  il 
entendit  une  voix  qui  1'appellant  par  son  nom, 
luy  dit :  Jean,  ne  crains  pas,  sois  tojours  constant, 
et  endure  couragesement  la  mort,  qui  t'est  preparee, 
pour  la  confession  de  cette  saincte  foy,  que  tu  as 
professe  jusques  a  ce  jour.  Sois  ncjele  jusques  au 
dernier  souspir,  et  scache  que  les  victoires  ne 
manqueront  pas  a  tes  combats,  ny  les  couronnes  a 
tes  trophees.  Ce  fidele  soldat,  et  valeureux 
agonothete  de  Jesus-Christ  fut  tellement  fortifie  de 
cette  voix,  qu'il  n'attendoit  plus  que  le  segnal 
pour  estre  expose  a  la  felonie  des  bourreaux,  le 
quel  est  antsonne  et  sa  dernifcre  heure  venue,  il  se 
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presente  a  la  mort  d'un  coeur  gay,  d'un  visage 
riant  et  serain,  d'un  regarde  calme  et  asseure,  et 
sans  avoir  rien  d'estonne  que  le  nom,  endura 
courageusement  le  martyre  en  la  ville  de 
Canterbury."  ' 

i  Sainct  Martin,  His.,  part  III.,  p.  676. 


CHAPTER   VI 
BEATIFICATION 

THE  title  of  "  Blessed  "  has  been  given  to  sixty- 
three  martyrs  who  gave  up  their  lives  for  the 
Faith  during  the  terror  under  Henry  and 
Elizabeth,  and,  their  honour  and  veneration  as 
"  Blessed  "  has  been  sanctioned  by  a  Papal 
Decree,  published  December  29th.  ,  1886. 
Authentic  accounts  of  those  who  suffered  between 
1538  and  1583,  were  laid  before  the  Sovereign 
Pontiff  Gregory  XIII.,  whilst  their  memory  was 
still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  living  witnesses,  and 
the  Holy  Father,  having  been  personally  con 
vinced  that  they  were  truly  Martyrs  of  Christ, 
and  that  they  had  laid  down  their  lives  "  for 
the  dignity  of  the  Holy  See  and  the  truth  of  the 
Orthodox  Faith,"  granted  in  1579  certain  "  Viva 
voce  concessions  "  in  their  honour.  The  bishops 
and  clergy,  fugitive  and  hunted,  in  England  at 
this  time,  were  permitted  to  use  tne  relics  of  these 
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martyrs  in  altars  when  other  relics  were  wanting ; 
and  to  sing  "  Te  Deums  "  when  reports  of  such 
martyrdoms  were  received.  The  Pope  also  com 
manded  that  pictures  of  the  martyrs  should  be 
collected  and  preserved  in  the  English  College 
lately  founded  in  Rome. 

The  Decree  confirming  the  Cult  of  the  Blessed 
Martyrs,  John  Cardinal  Fisher,  Thomas  More,  and 
their  companions,  put  to  death  in  odium  of  the 
Faith,  in  England,  between  the  years  1535  and 
1583,  says  : 

"  England,  in  olden  times,  called  the  Island 
of  Saints  and  the  Dowry  of  the  Mother 
of  God ;  and  rendered  illustrious  by  the  sufferings 
of  many  martyrs,  once  again  furnishes  evidence 
that  her  children  did  not  hesitate  to  shed  their 
blood  and  lay  down  their  lives  for  the  dignity  of 
the  Holy  See  and  the  truth  of  the  Orthodox  Faith, 
when  through  Schism  in  the  sixteenth  century,, 
she  was  torn  from  the  unity  of  the  Faith  and  her 
obedience  to  the  Roman1  Church.  (Gregorius 
XIII.  Constit.  QUONIAM  DIVINAE  BONI- 
TATI.  Kal,  Maii,  1579.)  Nothing  is  wanting  to 
complete  or  enhance  the  glory  of  this  band  of 
martyrs,  not  the  majesty  of  the  Roman  purple, 
not  the  venerable  dignity  of  the  Episcopy,  not  the 
fortitude  of  the  Clergy,  regular  and  secular,  not 
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the  firm  constancy  of  the  weaker  sex.  In  that 
band  of  Martyrs  stood  John  Fisher,  Bishop  of 
Rochester  and  Cardinal  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Church,  who,  as  Pope  Paul  III.  has  said  '  was 
conspicuous  for  his  sanctity,  celebrated  for  his 
learning-,  venerable  in  his  age,  the  leader  of  the 
Clergy,  and  the  ornament  of  the  Church.'  United 
with  him  was  a  layman,  Thomas  More,  Chancellor 
of  England,  whom  the  same  Pontiff  extols  as  ex 
celling  in  his  knowledge  of  sacred  literature,  and 
as  an  intrepid  upholder  of  the  Faith  and  sacred 
truth." 

According-ly,  ecclesiastical  writers  are  of 
unanimous  opinion  that  this  illustrious  band  of 
Martyrs  shed  their  blood  for  the  safeguarding, 
restoration  and  preservation  of  the  Catholic 
Faith.  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  even  granted  cer 
tain  ecclesiastical  concessions  in  their  honour, 
which  appertained  to  public  ecclesiastical  Cult, 
such  as  the  privilege  of  using  the  relics  of  those 
Martyrs  in  the  consecration  of  Altars  when  the 
relics  of  the  ancient  Martyrs  were  not  to  be  had. 
Moreover,  later,  he  commanded  that  the  suffer 
ings  of  those  Martyrs  should  be  painted  in  Fresco 
by  Nicholas  Circeniano  in  the  Church  of  St. 
Stephen  on  the  Coelian  Hill;  whilst  at  the  same 
time  he  permitted  that  the  artist  above-mentioned 
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might  produce  pictures  of  the  ancient  English 
Martyrs,  representing  in  company  with  them,  the 
recent  Martyrs  who  had  suffered  death  for  the 
Catholic  Faith  and  the  Primacy  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Pontiff  between  1535  and  1583,  under 
Henry  VIII.  and  Queen  Elizabeth.  These 
painted  representations  of  the  Martyrs,  which 
were  seen  and  approved  by  Pope  Gregory  and 
his  successors,  were  preserved  for  two  centuries, 
until,  at  the  close  of  the  last  century,  they  were 
destroyed  through  the  action  of  some  nefarious 
persons.  There  remains,  however,  a  copy  of  the 
original,  executed  in  graven  copper  with  the  per 
mission  of  Pope  Gregory  XIII.,  to  which  is 
appended  the  inscription,  "  Sufferings  of  the  Holy 
Martyrs  who,  for  Christ's  sake  and  for  having 
professed  the  truth  of  the  Catholic  Faith,  were 
put  to  death  in  England  during  the  persecutions 
of  ancient  and  recent  times."  From  this 
memorial,  because  of  the  attached  inscription  and 
because  of  the  undoubted  indication  of  their 
martyrdoms,  the  names  of  fifty-four  persons  have 
been  taken. 

Suffered  under  Henry  VIII.  :  John  Fisher, 
Bishop  of  Rochester,  Cardinal  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Church,  Thomas  More,  Chancellor  of  England; 
Margaret  Pole,  Countess  of  Salisbury,  Mother  of 
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John  Davy. 
Robert  Salt. 
Walter  Pierson. 
Thomas  Green. 
Thomas  Scryven. 
Thomas  Redyng. 
Thomas  Johnson. 
Richard  Bere. 
William   Horn, 
the     Order     of     St. 


Cardinal  Pole;  Richard  Reynolds;  Ordinis  S. 
Brigit;  John  Haile,  Priest;  eighteen  Carthusians, 
namely  :— - 

John  Houghton. 

Augustine  Webster. 

Robert  Laurence. 

William  Exmew. 

Humphrey  Middlemore. 

Sebastin  Newdigate. 

John  Rochester. 

James  Walworth. 

William  Greenwood. 

John  Forest,  Priest  of 
Francis;  JOHN  STONE,  Priest  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Augustine;  four  Secular  Priests,  Thomas 
Able,  Edward  Powel,  Richard  Fetherston,  and 
John  Larke;  and  Germain  Gardiner,  Layman. 

Under  Elizabeth  :  Priests,  Cuthbert  Mayne, 
John  Nelson,  Everard  Hanse,  Rodulph  Sherwin, 
John  Payne,  Thomas  Ford,  John  Short,  Robert 
Johnson,  William  Fylby,  Luke  Kirby,  Laurence 
Richardson,  William  Lacy,  Richard  Kirkman, 
James  Hudson  or  Tompson,  William  Hart, 
Richard  Thirkeld,  Thomas  Woodhouse,  and 
Plumtree;  Item,  three  Priests  of  the  Society  of 
Jesus,  Edmund  Campion,  Alexander  Briant,  and 
Thomas  Cottam;  John  Storey,  Doctor  of  Canon 
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Law;  John  Felton  and  Thomas  Sherwood, 
Laymen. 

Owing  to  the  bitterness  of  the  persecution 
which,  year  by  year,  grew  more  intense  as  the 
Reformers  endeavoured  to  force  Protestantism 
upon  the  nation,  it  was  not  possible  for  the 
Bishops  to  make  any  formal  or  systematic 
inquiry  into  the  lives  of  the  martyrs,  or  to  draw 
up  a  *'  Process  for  Beatification/3  such  as  was 
required  by  the  Sacred  Congregation  of  Rites. 
During  the  Pontificate  of  Urban  VIII.  a  formal 
inquiry  was  undertaken  and  a  list  of  the  martyrs 
drawn  up,  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  proceed 
with  the  inquiries  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  civil 
war  in  the  country.  In  1860,  the  year  following 
the  third  Synod  of  Westminster,  His  Eminence 
Cardinal  Wiseman  placed  an  unsuccessful  petition 
before  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  Pius  IX.,  asking  for 
the  institution  of  a  special  feast  in  honour  of  the 
English  Martyrs,  ancient  and  recent. 

The  Congregation  required  the  ordinary  for 
mal  process,  and  this  was  undertaken  and  pre 
pared  in  187<i.  A  great  mass  of  documents  and 
evidence  had  been  already  collected,  and  within  a 
few  months  the  "  process  "  was  laid  before  His 
Holiness,  Pope  Leo  XIII.,  by  the  Cardinal  Arch 
bishop  of  Westminster.  The  Pope  placed  it  in 
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the  hands  of  the  Sacred  Congregation  of  Rites, 
and,  after  "  mature  discussion  "  and  a  procedure 
which  lasted  for  twelve  years,  the  Congregation 
agreed  to  the  Beatification  of  fifty-four  Martyrs. 
Their  decision  was  confirmed  by  Pope  Leo  XIII. 
on  the  9th  of  December,  1886,  and  the  Decree  was 
dispatched  to  England  on  the  29th  of  that  month, 
the  Feast  of  St.  Thomas  of  Canterbury. 

In  1895,  nine  others  were  added  to  this  number, 
making  a  total  of  sixty-four  Beatified  Martyrs  of 
the  Reformation  period. 


THE    PRIOR    AND    COMMUNITY    OF    AUSTIN    FRIARS,    LONDON, 

Refuse  to  acknowledge  Henry  VIII.   as   Head  of  the  Church. 


CHAPTER   VII 

AUSTIN    FRIARY   OF    LONDON    A    PLACE   OF 
MARTYRDOM 

THE  final  act  in  the  suppression  of  the  Austin 
Friary  of  London,  which  had  survived  nearly  all 
the  other  houses  of  the  Order  in  England,  was 
carried  out  on  the  12th  of  November,  1539.  On 
that  date,  the  deed  of  surrender  was  signed  by 
the  Prior,  Thomas  Hammond,  and  the  remaining 
members  of  the  community.  During  the  five 
years  preceding  the  Dissolution,  Austin  Friars 
had  been  an  asylum  for  the  scattered  Brethren 
of  the  suppressed  communities ;  a  place  of  tragic 
change  ;  and  a  scene  of  martyrdom. 

Owing  to  the  poverty  into  which  so  many  of 
the  houses  had  sunk,  and  the  fewness  of  repre 
sentatives  in  these  houses,  during  the  fateful  years 
that  immediately  preceded  the  breach  with  Rome, 
it  was  not  possible  to  hold  the  Provincial 
Chapters,  and  Dr.  Weatherall,  who  had  been 
canonically  elected  about  the  year  1522,  continued 
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to  act,  in  that  capacity.  Using  his  arbitrary 
powers,  Cromwell  had  Dr.  Brown  transferred  from 
the  Priorship  of  Oxford  to  that  of  London  in 
1532,  and  later  had  him  nominated  Prior  Provin 
cial  of  the  Austin  Friars  in  England  and  Visitator 
of  Monasteries.  There  was  then  an  exchange  of 
positions,  and  Dr.  Weatherall  became  Prior  of 
Austin  Friars. 

Dr.  Weaiherall  was  an  ecclesiastic  of  the 
highest  principles,  a  Master  of  Sacred  Theology, 
an  orator  of  repute  and  a  Court  preacher. 
When  the  document  demanding  acknowledgment 
oi  the  Spiritual  Supremacy  of  the  King  was  pre 
sented  at  Austin  Friars,  Dr.  Weatherall  had 
already  determined  upon  the  course  that  he  would 
follow.  He  and  members  of  the  community  had 
vowed  that  *'  they  would  rather  die  gloriously  for 
their  faith  than  live  on  in  disgrace."  "  He  sum 
moned  the  Brethren  before  the  High  Altar," 
Chiomciers  tell  us,  "  and  there  in  the  presence  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  he  declared  his  refusal  to 
place  his  nand  on  the  document,"  for  the  King 
was  making  a  claim  to  authority  which  belonged 
to  tne  Vicar  of  Christ  alone.1  The  Deed  was  not 
signed.  Hugo,  an  eminent  antiquarian,  who 

'  Torelli,  Ristretto,  clxxvi. 
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made   exhaustive    search   for    such  a    document, 
declared  that  it  did  not   exist. 

Hieronimus  Romanus  tells  us  of  the  tragic 
result  of  this  refusal.  "  The  agents  of  the  King, 
being  infuriated,  attacked  the  aged  Prior,  who, 
with  some  of  the  Brethren,  was  decapitated  there 
before  the  Altar,  and  thus  became  Martyrs  of  the 
Faith." 

That  such  a  martyrdom  could  take  place  in  the 
heart  of  the  City,  without  notice  of  the  incident 
having  been  placed  on  public  record,  need  not  be 
questioned.  Murders  and  martyrdoms  carried 
out  by  the  minions  of  Cromwell  were  not  always 
scrupulously  chronicled.  These  men  were 
practically  without  sentiment  or  feeling  when 
dealing  with  recalcitrant  Friars;  and  when  it 
became  a  question  of  maintaining  their  Master's 
authority  and  of  holding  their  places  in  the  Royal 
favour,  they  were  ready  to  stamp  out  disaffection 
or  disapproval  of  the  Koyal  claims,  by  private 
murder  as  well  as  by  public  execution.  These 
men  were  above  the  law  in  their  methods,  and 
were  secure  from  any  reprisal  of  justice.  It 
would  not  have  been  convenient  to  put  on  public 
record  such  incidents  as  that  which  occurred  at 
Austin  Friars.  In  the  garth  of  the  cloister  the 
victims  could  be  laid  quietly  to  rest  and  the  terror 
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would  hush  into  silence  any  attempted  publication 
of  the  matter.  Hence,  in  the  absence  of  public 
documents,  we  have  to  depend  to  a  great  extent 
for  our  information  regarding  our  Martyrs  upon 
the  meagre  notices  given  them  in  the  continental 
histories  of  the  Order. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  paragraph  in  which 
Hieronimous  Romanus  speaks  of  the  martyrdom 
at  Austin  Friars,  he  says  that  "  it  may  be  held 
for  certain  that  a  holy  old  man  and  a  young  man 
of  twenty-two  years,  who  was  a  descendant  of 
the  Knights  of  the  White  Rose,  and  consequently 
of  Royal  descent,  died  for  the  faith,"  l  He  does 
not  connect  them  with  the  martyrs  of  Austin 
Friars,  but  it  is  the  writer's  strong  belief  that 
the  venerable  Dr.  Weatherall  and  George  A.  Rosa 
were  companions  in  martyrdom,  and  that  the 
scene  of  the  marytrdom  was  the  sanctuary  of 
Austin  Friars. 

The  London  house  was  at  this  time  the 
principal  school  for  the  advanced  alumni  of  the 
Order,  and  it  is  possible  that  George  A.  Rosa, 
who  was  preparing  for  the  priesthood,  was 
pursuing  his  studies  there.  Most  of  the  houses  of 
the  Order  were  closed  or  on  the  eve  of  closing 
before  the  London  house  was  suppressed,  and  in 

1  Hieronimus,  Gol.  134. 
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making  their  preparations  for  the  expected 
dispersion  of  the  members  of  the  communities, 
the  students  and  young  professed  who  desired  to 
continue  their  education  (in  the  hope  of  the 
Order's  survival)  were  transferred  to  London 
from  the  other  houses  of  study.  In  an  extra 
ordinary  document  of  complaint  against  the 
Friars  of  London,  and  particularly  against  Ham 
mond,  who  was  constituted  Prior  some  time 
before  the  Dissolution,  there  is  a  reference  to  the 
singing  of  the  young  members  of  the  Order  in 
the  choir  and  to  the  services  in  the  Church,  which 
shows  that  the  Friars  continued  to  keep  up  the 
community  observances  and  the  daily  round  of 
toil  down  to  the  very  date  of  the  suppression. 


CHAPTER   VIII 
GEORGE   A   ROSA 

BESIDES  Blessed  John  Stone,  there  are  five  other 
Augustinian  Martyrs  :  George  A.  Rosa,  an  aged 
Priest  of  the  Order  who  *.var»  martyred  with  him, 
Martin  De  Condres,  Paul  of  St.  William,  and 
Christopher  Dixon.  The  names  of  these  Marytrs 
are  on  the  list  of  the-  "  Praetermissi,"  who  were 
passed  over  in  the  first  "  process  "  presented  to 
Rome,  and  for  whose  cause  a  distinct  "  process  '" 
has  to  be  prepared  and  placed  before  the  sacred 
Congregation  of  Rites.  They  are  given  the  title 
of  Venerable  in  the  Martyrology  of  the  Order, 
but  they  have  not  yet  been  declared  Venerable  by 
the  authority  of  the  Church. 

During  the  persecutions  of  the  year  1537, 
two  years  before  the  suppression  at  Austin 
Friars,  London,  "  George  A.  Rosa,  a  young  pro 
fessed  Augustinian,  suffered  the  penalty  of  death 
for  the  defence  of  the  Spiritual  Supremacy  of  the 
Sovereign  Pontiff  and  the  integrity  of  the 


AUGUSTINIAN    MARTYRS  47 

doctrines  of  the  Catholic  Church."  According 
to  the  Chroniclers  of  the  Order,  he  was  a  ' '  young 
man  of  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  a  descendant 
of  the  noble  line  of  the  Knights  of  Alba  Rose." 
"  After  torture  and  death,"  says  Herrera,  "  he 
won  the  Martyr's  palm  and  his  peace  with  God, 
and  in  the  odour  of  sweetness  bore  his  pure  white 
rose,  tinted  with  the  scarlet  of  his  blood,  before 
his  Saviour."  *  Placing  his  heaven  and  his 
eternal  happiness  before  personal  liberty  or 
temporal  gain,  he  refused  to  abjure  the  authority 
of  the  Pope  or  to  recognise  the  King  as  the  head 
of  the  Church. 

Torelli  speaks  of  "  his  invincible  constancy  and 
his  inviolable  faith  which  shall  shine  clearly 
through  the  years  in  testimony  of  his  heroism 
and  sanctity.  Noble  in  his  blood,  and  nobler  still 
in  his  sacred  character  as  a  religious  consecrated 
to  God,  his  refusal  to  obey  the  Head  of  the  Schis- 
matical  Church  led  to  his  torture  and  death.  In 
his  precious  blood  he  confessed  his  faith  and 
proved  his  fidelity  to  the  promises  which  he  made 
to  God  in  his  baptism."2 

Whilst  his  sufferings  won  the  sympathy  of 
those  around  him,  his  fortitude  in  the  face  of 

*  Herrera,  G.  289. 

*  Torelli,  p,  468-469. 
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martyrdom  won  their  pious  veneration.  His 
memory  was  given  a  sacred  place  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people ;  he  was  spoken  of  with  the  title  of 
"  Blessed,"  and  was  honoured  as  a  Martyr  of 
Christ,  not  only  in  England,  but  also  in  Flanders 
and  France. 

Herrera,  the  Spanish  Historian  of  the  Order, 
when  visiting  Flanders,  saw  the  picture  of  George 
A.  Rosa  there.  "  I  saw  his  picture  there  painted 
in  our  time,"  with  his  fair  young  face  set  like  that 
of  the  Martyr  St.  Laurence,  "  in  the  aureola  of 
the  Blessed."  "  To  this  picture,"  he  says,  "  was 
attached  the  following  inscription  "  : — 

'*  B.  Georgius  A.  Rosa,  Ordinis  S.  Augustini, 

genere  Regio  oriundus,  qui  cum  Romani  Ponti- 

ficis  authoritatem  abjurare  nollet,  neque  Regis 

praetensam    Cathedram    adorare,    martyrio    in 

Anglia  afficitur  anno  M.D.XX  XVII."  ' 

"  Blessed  George  A.  Rosa,  of  the  Order  of  St. 

Augustine,    descendant    of   a    Royal    race,    who 

because  he  refused  to  abjure  the  authority  of  the 

Roman  Pontiff  and  to  bow  to  the  supremacy  of 

the  King,  suffered  martyrdom  in  England  in  the 

year  1537." 

Though    the    real    identity    of    the    Venerable 
George  A.  Rosa's  companion  has  not  been  estab- 
»  Herrera  289. 
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lished,  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  that  he 
was  the  Venerable  Prior  of  Austin  Friars  of 
London,  Dr.  Weatherall,  and  it  is  our  hope  that 
one  day  documentary  evidence  may  come  to  light 
which  will  place  the  matter  beyond  doubt. 


CHAPTER    IX 
FATHER    MARTIN    DE   CONDRES 

AND 

FATHER   PAUL   OF   ST.    WILLIAM 

FATHER  MARTIN  DE  CONDRES  and  Father  Paul  of 
St.  William  were  companions  in  martyrdom. 
Herrera,  whilst  lamenting  the  fact  that  he  was 
unable  to  find  any  information  regarding  their 
lives  or  the  extent  of  their  labours,  states  that 
they  were  put  to  death  during  the  persecutions  of 
1544  for  having  denied  the  Spiritual  Supremacy 
of  Henry  VIII.  We  are  told  that  both  were  of 
noble  lineage;  but  it  was  for  their  priestly  zeal 
during  the  persecutions,  and  for  their  heroism  in 
the  lace  of  torture  and  death,  that  they  were  held 
in  veneration  by  the  people  and  honoured  with 
the  citie  of  **  Blessed,"  They  belonged  to  one  of 
cne  scattered  communities,  and,  as  their  names 
do  not  appear  amongst  the  signatures  of  the  deeds 
01  surrender,  they  must  have  left  their 
monasteries  previous  to  the  Dissolution,  as  many 
other  priests  did,  in  order  to  avoid  the  test  of 
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conformity,  and  to  carry  on  their  sacred  ministry 
in  secrecy. 

Owing  to  the  closing  of  the  monastic  Churches 
which,  down  to  the  last  moment,  were  centres  of 
devotion,  thousands  of  people  in  country  and  city 
alike  were  left  without  the  consolations  of 
religion ;  and  hundreds  of  zealous  priests,  whose 
memories  are  buried  in  forgotten  graves,  worked 
with  great  fruitfulness  amongst  them.  It  was 
due  to  this  faithful  remnant  of  the  priesthood  that 
the  faith  was  kept  alive  for  so  many  years  in 
England.  Despite  the  merciless  cruelty  of  the 
long  persecution,  there  were  still  two-thirds  of 
the  people  clinging  to  their  ancient  creed  at  the 
close  of  Elizabeth's  reign;  and  when  the  lamp  ot 
faith  went  out  before  the  altars  of  England,  it  was 
because  there  was  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  priests 
to  take  their  places  and  to  carry  on  their  heroic 
ministry. 

Fr.  Martin  de  Condres,  and  Fr.  Paul  of  St. 
William,  belonged  to  this  valiant  band  who  were 
ready  to  sacrifice  all  things  for  Christ.  They 
laboured  for  His  sake,  and  their  labours  won  for 
them  the  martyr's  palm,  and  a  fame  that  can 
never  die.  They  were  victims  of  the  persecution 
which  continued,  with  such  severity,  for  many 
years  in  the  Midlands  after  the  collapse  of  the 


52  AUGUSTINIAN    MARTYRS 

44  pilgrimage  of  grace."  They  were  these  years 
from  which  a  long  list  of  Martyrs  has  been 
gathered,  whilst  hundreds  were  put  to  death  of 
whom  no  record  has  been  left.  Savage  execu 
tions  continued  to  take  place  until  the  gates  of 
nearly  every  town  and  city  in  that  part  of  the 
country  were  hung  with  the  decaying  heads  and 
limbs  of  martyred  priests  and  religious. 

The  memory  of  these  two  Martyrs  died  out  in 
England,  but  it  was  preserved  in  France  and 
Flanders.  Herrera  speaks  of  a  picture  in  which 
both  were  represented,  and  in  which  both  were 
given  the  diadem  of  the  "  Blessed,"  and  to  which 
the  following  inscription  was  attached  : — 

"  B.  Martinus  de  Condres,  et  Paulus  de  S. 

Guillelmo,     ambo    ex    sanguine     Regio    nati. 

Ordinem    S.     Augustini     exemplo    et    virtute 

illustrarunt ;    maxime  vero  cum  ob   fidei  con- 

stantiam     jussu     Henrici     VIII.,     in     Anglia 

decollati  fuerunt,  ann.  1544. "  l 

11  Blessed  Martin  de  Condres  and  Paul  of  St. 
William,  both  of  noble  descent,  who,  by  their 
example  and  virtue  rendered  the  Order  of  St. 
Augustine  illustrious ;  especially  when,  by  the 
command  of  Henry  VIII.,  they  were  decapitated 
in  England,  in  the  year  1544." 

*  Lanteri,  Add,  Crusenii  Monasticon.     Herrera  M.  59. 


FATHER    CHRISTOPHER    DIXON      O.S.A. 

Executed  at  Tyburn,   London,  in   November,   1616. 


CHAPTER   X 
FATHER   CHRISTOPHER   DIXON,   O.S.A. 

IN  Lee's  historical  sketches  of  the  English 
Reformation,  it  is  stated  that  no  less  than  seventy- 
two  thousand  persons  suffered  the  death  penalty, 
in  one  way  or  another,  during  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  This  stream  of  blood  flowed  on  through 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth  and  the  three  successive 
reigns,  until  that  day  in  the  year  1681  when  the 
last  of  the  Martyrs,  Blessed  Oliver  Plunket,  was 
executed  at  Tyburn.  The  persecutions  had 
spread  over  a  century  and  a  half,  and  from  the 
records  of  those  years  evidence  has  been  gathered 
which  shows  that  three  hundred  and  forty-two 
Martyrs  and  fifty  Confessors  suffered  for  the 
faith  in  England  alone. 

During  the  persecutions  Catholic  schools  were 
proscribed,  and  English  and  Irish  youths  who 
desired  to  devote  their  lives  to  the  work  of  the 
priesthood  had  to  go,  for  their  education,  to  con 
tinental  colleges.  The  Augustinians  of  Salamanca 
opened  their  doors  to  numbers  of  young  Irishmen 
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who  had  come  to  prepare  for  the  priesthood  and 
to  preserve  the  continuity  of  the  Augustinian 
Order  in  Ireland;  and  Christopher  Dixon,  in 
defiance  of  the  iniquitous  laws  of  his  country,  took 
advantage  of  this  concession  to  the  Irish 
Augustinians  and  entered  the  Monastery  of  Sala 
manca,  where  he  went  through  the  usual  course 
of  studies,  and  was  ordained  priest.  Probably, 
with  -the  intention  of  taking  his  Degrees  in 
Sacred  Theology,  he  remained  in  the  studies  for 
some  years;  but  becoming  scrupulous  about  his 
inactivity  whilst  his  people  cried  out  for  priests, 
he  begged  his  superiors  to  allow  him  to  return  to 
England  that  he  might  take  part  in  the  noble 
ministry  of  those  who  were  labouring  to  keep 
alight  the  embers  of  the  Faith.  "  For  this 
ministry,"  says  Crusenius,  "  he  was  aptly  fitted, 
because  of  his  high  moral  character,  his  singular 
intelligence,  his  mature  judgment,  and  his 
eminence  in  grace."  l  His  superiors  absolved  him 
from  the  studies,  and  sent  him  upon  his  mission 
in  which  he  eventually  won  the  Martyr's  palm. 

He  arrived  in  London  in  a  disguise,  which  con 
cealed  his  identity  for  several  years ;  but  at  length 
he  was  detected  in  the  discharge  of  his  priestly 
duties,  and  was  arrested  and  cast  into  prison. 

i  Crusenius,  Monas.  Aug.  p.  247. 
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At  his  trial  he  admitted  that  he  was  a  priest,  but 
succeeded  in.  concealing-  the  fact  that  he  belonged 
to  a  religious  Order,   and  was  consequently  con 
demned   to  exile.        "  But.  though  submitting  to 
the  penal  decree  of  his  country,"  says  Crusenius, 
si  he  did  not  yield  up  hi.s  patriotism."     He  could 
not  suppress  the  zeal  enkindled  in  his  soul  by  the 
^access  of  his  ministry  amongst  his  compatriots, 
and    he    soon    returned    to    his    field    of    labour. 
4*  This        noble         soul,"        says        Crusenius, 
"  strengthened  by  virtue  and    imbued  with    the 
spirit  of  heroism,  could  not  take  his  exile  easily." 
He  returned   again,  and  was  arrested  a   second 
time  and  cast  into  prison.     He  was  again  driven 
out  of  the  country,   but  he  returned  again,   and 
was  again  detected  and  banished.     Owing  to  the 
"  gun  powder  plot,"  the  feeling  against  Catholic* 
had  become  intensified,  and  the  difficulties  of  the 
zealous  priest  were  great.       Father  Dixon  was 
arrested  and  exiled  seven  times.     "  After  having 
Deen  arrested  and  tried  under  the,  penal  laws  seven 
times,"  says  Crusenins,  "  be  returned  again  from 
exile  and  succeeded  in  escaping  detection  for  six 
consecutive   months,   during   which    he  zealously 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  priesthood.     But  he 
was  at  length  betrayed  through  the  perfidy  of  a 
servant."       He  was   again  dragged    before   the 
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judges  and,  his  full  identity,  as  well  as  his  seven 
previous  convictions  being  brought  against  him, 
he  was  condemned  to  death;  and  "  his  constancy 
of  soul  was  crowned  by  martyrdom  on  the  scaffold 
in  London  in  November  of  the  year  1616."  x 

"  This  glorious  athlete  of  Christ,"  says 
Herrera^,  "  who  was  neither  terrorised  by  the 
prison  nor  cowed  by  the  scourge,  and  who,  in 
imitation  of  his  Divine  Master  bore  opprobrium 
and  derision,  suffered  for  Christ  with  that  same 
heroism  with  which  he  had  borne  his  sufferings 
through  life."  * 

Sainct  Martin  says  that  Father  Dixon  belonged 
to  a  noble  English  family  named  Constable.3 

1  Crusenius,  Mon.  Aug.  Sub  Ann,  M.  dcxvi. 

2  Herrera,  C.  144 

3  S.  Martin,  p.  721. 


CHAPTER    XL 
DECREE   OF    BEATIFICATION 

OF 

THE    ENGLISH    MARTYRS 

Westmonasterien.  Confirmationis  cultus 
beatorum  martyrum  loannis  Cardinalis 
Fisher,  Thomae  More  et  sociorum  in  odium 
fidei  ab  anno  1535  ad  1533  in  Anglia 
interemptorum. 

Anglia  Sanctorum  insula  ac  Deiparae  Virginis 
dos  olim  appellata,  quemadmodum  a  primis  usque 
Ecclesiae  saeculis  plurimorum  Martyrum  Passioni- 
bus  illustrata  fuerat,  ita  etiam  cum  diro  schismate 
a  Romanae  Sedis  obedientia  et  communione 
saeculo  XVI  avulsa  est,  eorum  testimonio  non 
caruit,  qui  pro  huius  Sedis  dignitate  et  orthodoxae 
Fidei  veritate  vitas  suas  cum  sanguine  ponere  non 
dubitarunt  (Gregorius  XIII  Constit.  Quoniam 
divinae  bonitati.  Kalendis  Mail  1579).  Huic 
praeclarissimae  catervae  nihil  penitus  deest  quod 
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earn  turn  compleat,  turn  ornet :  non  purpurae 
romanae  maiestas,  non  venerabilis  Episcoporum 
honor,  non  Cleri  utriusque  fortitude,  non  sexus 
infirmioris  inexpugnabilis  firmitas.  Hos  inter 
eminet  loannes  Fisher  Episcopus  Roffensis,  et 
S.  R.  E.  Cardinalis,  quern  in  suis  Litteris 
Paulus  III  appellat  sanctitate  conspicuum,  doctrina 
celebrem,  act  ate  venerabilem,  illius  regni  ac  totius 
ubique  Cleri  decus  et  ornamentum.  A  quo  seiungi 
nequit  vir  saecularis  Thomas  More  Angliae 
Cancellarius,  quern  idem  Pontifex  meritis  extollit 
laudibus,  utpote  doctrina  litterarum  sacrarum 
excellentem,  et  veritatum  adserere  ausum.  Idcirco 
praeclarissimi  quique  rerum  ecclesiasticarum 
scriptores  unanimi  censent  calculo  eos  omnes  pro 
tuenda,  restituenda,  et  conservanda  Catholica  Fide 
sanguinem  fudisse.  Quin  etiam  Gregorius  XIII 
plura  in  eorum  honorem  indulsit,  que  ad  publicum 
ecclesiasticumque  cultum  pertinent :  atque  illud 
pniecipuum,  ut  potestatem  fecerit  horum  lipsana 
in  consecrandis  altaribus  adhibendi,  quando  ilia 
veterum  Sanctorum  Martyrum  non  suppeterent. 
Praeterea  postquam  in  Templo  S.  Stephani  ad 
Coelium  montem  Christi  Martyrum  Passiones  per 
Nicolaum  Circinianum  udo  tectorio  pingi  fecisset ; 
pe  -misit  etiam,  ut  in  Templo  Sanctissimae  Trinitatis 
Ar  glorum  de  Urbe,  ab  eodum  auctore,  eademque 
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ratione  Anglicanae  Ecclesiae  Martyres  antiqui 
recentiorisque  aevi  pariter  exhiberentur,  quos  inter 
illi  etiam  qui  ab  anno  1535  ad  1583  sub  Henrico 
Rege  et  Elisabetha  pro  Catholica  Fide  ac  Romani 
Pontificis  Primatu  mortem  obierant.  Quae 
martyriorum  repraesentationes  eo  in  Templo 
depictae  videntibus  ac  probantibus  Romanis  Pon- 
tificibus  Gregorii  Successoribus,  ad  duo  saecula 
permanserunt,  donee  nefariorum  hominum  iniuria 
sub  finem  elapsi  saeculi  perierunt.  Mansere  tamen 
illarum  ectypa,  puae  anno  1584  Romae  cum 
privilegio  eiusdem  Gregorii  XIII  aere  cusa  fuerant, 
hoc  apposite  titulo  ;  Sanctorum  Marty  rum,  qui  pro 
Chris  to,  Catholicaeque  Fidei  veritate  adserenda 
antique  recentiorique  persecutionum  tempore  mortem 
in  Anglia  subierunt,  Passiones.  Ex  quo  monumento, 
sive  ob  subisctum  elogium,  sive  ob  alia  indubia 
indicia  plures  eiusmodi  Martyres  suo  nomine 
comperti  sunt,  nempe  quinquaginta  quatuor.  Sunt 
autem. 

Passi  sub  Henrico  Rege :  loannes  Fisher, 
Episcopus  Roffensis,  S.  R.  E.  Cardinalis ;  Thomas 
More,  Angliae  Cancellarius ;  Margarita  Pole, 
Comitissa  Salisburiensis,  Cardinalis  Poli  Mater ; 
Ricardus  Reynolds  ;  Ordinis  S.  Birgittae  ;  loannes 
Haile,  Sacerdos  :  Octodecim  Carthusiani,  nimirum  : 
loannes  Hough  ton ;  Augustinus  Webster;  Robertus 
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Laurence ;  Gulielmus  Exmew ;  Humphredus 
Middlemore ;  Sebastianus  Newdigate ;  loannes 
Rochester  ;  lacobus  Walworth ;  Gulielmus  Green 
wood  ;  loannes  Davy ;  Robertus  Salt ;  Gualterus 
Pierson ;  Thomas  Green ;  Thomas  Scryven ;  Thomas 
Redyng;  Thomas  Johnson;  Ricardus  Bere  et 
Gulielmus  Home  ;  loannes  Forest,  Sacerdos  Ordinis 
S.  Francisci ;  loannes  Stone,  Ordinis  S.  Augustini : 
Quatuor  Sacerdotes  Saeculares,  Thomas  Abel ; 
Eduardus  Powel ;  Ricardus  Fetherston ;  loannes 
Larke,  et  Germanus  Gardiner,  laicus : 

Sub  Elisabetha  vero,  Sacerdotes  Cuthbertus 
Mayne ;  loannes  Nelson ;  Everardus  Hanse ; 
Rodulphus  Sherwin ;  loannes  Payne ;  Thomas 
Ford  ;  loannes  Shert ;  Robertus  Johnson;  Gulielmus 
Fylby  ;  Lucas  Kirby ;  Laurentius  Richardson ; 
Gulielmus  Lacy;  Ricardus  Kirkman ;  lacobus 
Hudson,  seu  Tompson  ;  Gulielmus  Hart ;  Ricardus 
Thirkeld  ;  Thomas  Woodhouse,  et  Plumtree.  Item 
tres  Sacerdotes  e  Societate  lesu,  Edmundus  Cam 
pion  ;  Alexander  Briant,  et  Thomas  Cottam. 
Denique  loannes  Storey,  luris  utriusque  Doctor ; 
foannes  Felton,  et  Thomas  Sherwood,  laici. 

Horum  tamen  Martyrum  causa  ad  haec  usque 
tempora  nunquam  agitari  coeperat.  Olim  quidem, 
anno  1860,  cl.  me.  Cardinalis  Nicolaus  Wiseman 
Archiepiscopus  Westmonasteriensis,  aliique  Angliae 
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Episcopi  sa.  me.  Pio  IX  Pontifici  Maximc 
preces  obtulerant,  ut  per  totam  Angliam  Festurr 
institueretur  in  honorem  omnium  Sanctorum 
Martyrum,  nempe  illorum  etiam,  qui  licet  nondum 
mndicati^  recentioribus  temporibus  pro  Catholica 
Religione  tuenda^  et  praesertim  pro  auctoritate  Sediz 
Apostolicae  adserenda,  per  nefariorum  hominun' 
manus  occubuerunt^  et  ad  sanguinem  usque  restiterunt 
Verumtamen  cum,  iuxta  vigentem  Sacrorum  Rituurr.. 
Congregationis  praxim,  Festum  nonnisi  de  illis  De 
Famulis  institui  possit,  quibus  ecclesiasticus  cultus 
a  Sede  Apostolica  iam  delatus,  et  rite  recognitus 
fuerit;  preces  illae  nullum  effectum  sortitae  sunt 
Quapropter  postremis  hisce  annis  novae  preces  per 
Emum  ac  Rmum  Dnum  Cardinalem  Henricum 
Manning,  hodiernum  Archiepiscopum  West 
monasteriensem,  et  alios  Angliae  Episcopos  ad 
Sanctissimum  Dominum  Nostrum  Leonem  XIII 
Pontificem  Maximum  delatae  sunt,  una  cum 
Ordinario  Processu  in  Anglia  confecto,  aliisque 
authenticis  documentis,  in  quibus  turn  probationes 
Martyrii  pro  iis  qui  ab  anno  1535  ad  1683  passi 
sunt,  turn  etiam  praedicta  indulta  Romanorum 
Pontificum  pro  prioribus  illis  nuper  memoratis 
continentur. 

Placuit  Sanctissirno  Domino  Nostro  totius  negocii 
cognitionem  Peculiari  Coetui  aliquot  S.  R.  E.  Car- 
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dinalium,  et  Officialium  Sacrorum  Rituum  Congre- 
gationis  committere  ;  praevia  Exegesi  per  R.  P.  D. 
Augustinum  Caprara  S.  Fidei  Promotorem  confi- 
cienda.  Qua  in  Particular!  Congregatione  die 
4  Decembris  labentis  anni  ad  Vaticanum  coadunata, 
infrascriptus  Cardinalis  Dominicus  Bartolini,  eidem 
Sacrae  Congregationi  Praefectus,  et  Causae  Relator, 
sequens  proposuit  Dubium  :  An,  pro  tier  peculiaria 
Romanorum  Pontificum  indulta,  relate  ad  antiquiores 
Angliae  Martyr  es,  qui  ab  anno  1535  ad  1583,  pro 
Fide  catholica,  et  pro  Romani  Pontifitis  in  Ecdesia 
Primatu  mortem  obierunt,  et  quorum  Passiones 
auctoritate  Gregorii  XIII  Pont.  Max.,  in  Templo 
SSmae  Trinitatis  Anglorum  de  Urbe  olim  depict 'ae,  et 
Romae  anno  1584,  cum  privilegio  eiusdem  PontificiS) 
aere  cusae  sunt,  constet  de  indulto  publico  ecdesiastico 
cultu,  sive  de  casu  excepto  a  Decretis  sa.  me.  Urbani 
Papae  VIII ,  in  Casu  et  ad  effectum,  de  quo  agitur? 
Emi  porro  ac  Rmi  Patres,  et  Praelati  Officiates, 
audito  scripto  «t  voce  praefato  S.  Fidei  Promotore, 
reque  mature  discussa  quoad  recensitos  quinqua- 
gintaquatuor  Martyres,  respondendum  censuerunt : 
"  Affirmative,  seu  Const  are  de  casu  excepto. ' 

Super  quibus  omnibus  facta  Sanctissimo  Domino 
Nostro  Leoni  Papae  XIII  per  me  subscriptum 
Secretarium  fideli  relatione  •  idem  Sanctissimus 
Dominus  Noster  sententiam  Sacrae  Congrega- 
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tionis  Particularis  approbare  dignatus  est.      Die 
9  Decembris  1886. 

Praessns  autem  Decretum  expeditum  fuit  hac 
die  29  Decembris,  sacra  Thomae  Episcopo 
Cantuariensi  Martyri,  cuius  fidem  et  constantiam 
hi  Beati  Martyres  tarn  strenue  imitati  sunt. 

D.  CARD.  BARTOLINIUS  S.  R.  C.  Praefec'us. 
L.  »J,  S. 

LAURENTIUS  SALVATI  S.  R.  C.  Secretarius. 
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